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integrity and political independence of the member states.
This article as originally drafted would probably have altered
the course of history, would possibly have saved the League, and
would certainly have averted the catastrophe of 1939. The
point is of such historical importance that the two drafts, the
first by the American jurists and the second as finally adopted,
must be set out side by side.

Article X as drafted by Colonel House:                    Article X as adopted;

The Contracting Powers unite in several       The Members of the

guarantees to each other of their territorial    League  undertake  to

integrity and political independence sub-    respect   and   preserve

ject, however, to such territorial modifica-    as against external ag-

tions, if any, as may become necessary in   gression the territorial

the future by reason of changes in present   integrity and political

racial conditions and aspirations pursuant   independence   of   all

to the principles of self-determination, and   members of the Lea-

as shall also be regarded by three-fourths   gue.    In case of any

of the Delegates as necessary and proper   aggression or in case of

for the welfare of the peoples concerned;    any threat of danger

recognizing also that all territorial changes    of such aggression, the

involve Equitable Compensation and that    Council   shall   advise

the  peace  of the  world  is  superior  in   upon   the   means   by

importance and interest to questions of   which  this obligation

boundary.                                                    shall be fulfilled.

Here was a clash between the United States, France, and
Great Britain, the consequences of which were fatal. The clash
between Great Britain and the U.S.A. was over methods.
Neither Great Britain nor the United States wished to guarantee
the territorial status quo in perpetuity. The British view was
that it was futile to hope to get agreement in advance on the
principles which should be applied to periodical readjustments
of territory between states. These things should be left to ad
hoc bodies to decide. All that was needed was to ensure delay
while impartial experts prepared their recommendations and
world public opinion could be mobilized in favour of peaceful
settlement. Inspired, however, by the example of the American
supreme court, President Wilson saw the appropriate League
tribunal delivering a series of conscientious judgments^ out of
which would grow up a code of law governing the readjustments
of national boundaries. This vision inspired the French with